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1. Welcome, Call to Order 

Peter Mackin, Studies Subcommittee (StS) Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. on 
November 23, 2020. A quorum was present to conduct business. 

2. Review WECC Antitrust Policy 

Stan Holland, Senior System Adequacy Planning Engineer, read aloud the WECC Antitrust 
Policy statement. The meeting agenda included a link to the posted policy. 

3. Approve Agenda 

Mr. Mackin introduced the proposed meeting agenda. 

On a motion by Tom Carr, the StS approved the agenda. 

4. Review of Previous Action Items 

Camille Duncan, Administrative Assistant, reviewed action items carried over from the StS 
meeting on October 28, 2020. Action items that are not closed and will be carried forward can be 
found here. 

5. Review and Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Mackin introduced the minutes from the meetings on October 14, and October 28, 2020. 

On a motion by Chifong Thomas, the StS approved the minutes from October 14, and 
October 28, 2020.  

6. GMD Protocol 

Doug Tucker, System Stability Planning Engineer, presented the Geomagnetic Disturbance 
(GMC) protocol. He noted that committee names changed and that the System Review 
Subcommittee (SRS) would begin collecting data in 2021. 

On a motion by Karen Reedy, the StS approved the GMD protocol. 

7. PRPTF Update 

Mr. Mackin presented a definition for “project sponsor” for the Project Coordination, Path 
Rating, and Progress Report Processes. The Path Rating Process Task Force (PRPTF) created a 

https://www.wecc.org/Administrative/StS%20Action%20Items.xlsx
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definition at its last meeting and asked that the StS approve the definition. The StS discussed 
why the definition is needed, who the definition should apply to, and made modifications to 
the original proposal. 

On a motion by Chifong Thomas, the StS approved the following definition for Project 
Sponsor: A Project Sponsor is an existing or potential future transmission owner (or other 
entity on behalf of the transmission owners) of facilities that constitute the path, who sent a 
formal request to WECC to either establish a new path rating or change an existing path 
rating on that path. 

8. Report out on 2020-2021 Assessments Scopes 

Bhavana Katyal, Senior System Adequacy Planning Engineer, presented the draft Resilience 
scope for the 2020–2021 Study Program. The StS discussed how the weather-related work 
would be addressed and if additional resources would be added. 

The document is posted to the WECC website. 

Mike Bailey, Senior System Adequacy Planning Engineer, presented on the Scenario 
Sensitivities draft scope. He emphasized that scenario planning is a learning opportunity and 
reviewed the milestones for completing the study on time. Mr. Bailey noted that the Scenarios 
Work Group (SWG) helped create the key reliability questions. 

The presentation is posted to the WECC website. 

9. Discuss and finalize studies to be included in 2020-2021 Study 
Program  

The StS will discuss and approve which of the following study themes will be included in the 
Study Program at its next meeting: Resilience, Scenario Sensitivities, Distributed Energy 
Resources (DER), Variability in Loads and Resources, and Inertia. 

10. 2020-2021 Study Program Assessment Group Structure 

Jon Jensen, System Adequacy Planning Engineer, presented on possibilities for the study 
program groups’ structure. He shared the differences between a task force and an advisory 
group. The StS will decide which structure will work best for them at its next meeting. 

The presentation is posted to the WECC website. 

https://www.wecc.org/Administrative/2020-2021%20Assessment%20Scope%20Resilience_November%202020.pdf?Web=1
https://www.wecc.org/Administrative/Scenario%20Studies%20draft%20scope%20presentation%20to%20StS%2020201123.pptx?Web=1
https://www.wecc.org/Administrative/Jensen%20-%202020-2021%20Study%20Program%20Assessment%20Group%20Structure_November%202020.pdf
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11. 2020-2021 Study Program Assessment Roles and Responsibilities  

Byron Woertz, Manager of System Adequacy Planning, presented on the roles and 
responsibilities of study program members. Each role would be included in each group with 
one person potentially taking multiple roles. 

The document is posted to the WECC website. 

12. 2020-2021 Study Program Outline 

Mr. Holland presented an updated timeline for completing the 2020–2021 study program. He 
pointed out important dates, such as collecting data, running studies, and drafting reports. The 
StS asked if all studies would fall under this same project plan. He informed the group that this 
would be the general timeline, but certain activities are critical to be completed on time, such as 
approving the scope of work and finishing the analyses to ensure there is time to write the 
report. 

On a motion by Tom Carr, the StS approved the following dates for the following activities: 
January 15, 2021, the study scope will be finalized, August 20, 2021, analytical work will be 
complete, October 24, 2021, the draft report will be complete, and approved by the StS in 
December 2021.  

13. UFLS Off-nominal Load Shedding Plan 

Saad Malik, Director of Reliability Planning, informed the StS that the WECC Board of Directors 
would be asked to approve removing the Underfrequency Load Shedding (UFLS) plan from the 
list of Board documents—this change would allow the UFLS Work Group (UFLSWG) to 
become the custodian of the plan. Mr. Malik informed the group that the UFLS plan falls 
outside of the WECC document categorization policy. 

14. Review Logbook 

Mr. Mackin reviewed the Path Rating Process (PRP) Logbook. He shared how the logbook can 
keep stakeholders informed of the status of projects in the PRP and how WECC staff could 
bring up any instances where a project in the PRP is falling behind schedule. Mr. Mackin 
encouraged project sponsors to let WECC know when projects are cancelled or changing scope. 

15. 2021 Meeting Schedule 

Ms. Duncan informed the StS that this schedule will be up for review at the next meeting to 
allow time for alignment of the meeting schedule with the approved StS study deliverable 
dates. 

https://www.wecc.org/Administrative/Reliability%20Assessment%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities_November%202020.pdf?Web=1
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16. Public Comment 

No comments were received. 

17. Review of New Action Items 

• Post the 5 scopes so the StS can approve them at the December 3rd StS meeting. Post to 
the meeting site. 

o Assigned To: Camille Duncan 
o Due Date: December 3, 2020 

18. Upcoming Meetings 

December 3, 2020 ......................................................................................Webinar 

January 27-28, 2021 ...................................................................................Webinar 

*Meeting may be virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

19. Adjourn 

Mr. Mackin adjourned the meeting without objection at 4:47 p.m. 
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